
 
MANY BARRIERS,                 
TRIALS AND                        
TEMPTATIONS  

TRIGGERED RETURNING 

 
Recidivism,                                    
the reoccurrence or return 
to prison, often times is 
triggered, not because the 
person has not made a 
commitment to not offend 
again or a lack of faith, but 
due to the many barriers, 
trials and temptations an 
inmates faces when return-
ing to their community.  

Elder Bowe found out 
quickly that the ministry 
was not large enough to 
reach every community on 
Delmarva, so he set out to 
get other ministries                  
involved in the prison   
ministry process. 

Elder Bowe and his wife 
Felicia started Living Word 
Ministry in 1993, to Minister 
to inmates at Denton Correc-
tion, Denton, Maryland.  
This work was to continue a 
work Felicia’s Grandmother 
started 35 years ago.    

They thought it was a matter 
of sharing their knowledge 
and love of the gospel with 
inmates to win them to 
Christ.  Some ten years later, 
the Love of God’s Word has 
commanded them to go into 
their community  and  make 
a difference.  
 
Living Word Ministry 
started out as a ministry at 
Love Temple, COGIC,   
Dover, Delaware where the 
Pastor is Louis E. Bowers.   

Quickly they found out that 
many that do well with the 
Gospel in prison, where 

coming back after being out 
in the real world for several 
months. One particular case, 
a woman from Federalsburg,   
Maryland touched Elder 
Bowes’ heart to do more.  

That  more  support and 
planning was needed  to 
assist  the  a l r e a d y      
broken and discouraged,  
disconnect inmate.  

T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  

C h a n g e ,  I n c .   

GOD ’S  W O R D  C O MMA N D E D  T H EM  
TO  G O IN TO T H E IR  C O MMU N IT Y 

A N D  MA K E  A D IF F E R E N C E !   

already fellowshipped within 
other denominations, in their 
home towns or local             
communities.  
 

Some  inmates just needed to 
be redirected back to their 
home church, where they 
would find the Love of God 
and godly counsel .  

 
The Lord gave him the   
vision for a center where 
inmates, families and      
communities could come to 
get the support necessary to 
overcome some of the com-
mon barriers inmates, and 
their families face.    

                                           
This center would have 
every church represented by 
a ministry or clergy from a 
local community.  

A diversity was necessary 
because not every          
inmate was an               
unbeliever and many  
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Their Family are the first   
victims of fathers and mothers 
that are incarcerated.  



N O T  A L L  C H U R C H E S  U N D E R S T AN D  F U L L Y H O W T O  
D E F E A T  T H E  M AN Y I S S U E S  C O N F R O N T I N G  T H E  I N M AT E S  

AN D  T H E I R  F AM I L IE S  ( TH E  DEV AS T ATI O N O F  SEPE R ATI O N )  

Ou r  F a i t h  E f f e c t i n g  S o c ia l  C h a n g e  

 

We can best understand  

the plight of the 
inmate, when    

we  (The Church) 
recognize we  

too where  

separated from 
God, our source!  

 

 
Another opportunity was not 
all Churches understand 
fully how to defeat the many 
issues confronting the     
inmates and their families;  

 

Often rejecting (separating) 
the inmate for what seemed 
to be a lack of commitment 
to the Word of God, or the 
Church.  

The  real  issue was the  
destruction and devastation 

that is derived from the 
months and years of    
separation from the family, 
community or  society 
as a whole.        

Re-Connection... 

“Rebuilding relation-
ships, homes,                   
community standing 
is necessary so the 
inmates could have 
the opportunity to become 
a productive, God fearing 
citizen again”.       

A p l ace  where  Ch urc hes  co u ld  com e to  l e a rn  
and  co n t r i bu t e  to  t he  m in i s t r y  o f  i n ma t es ;   

the love of Christ.                                      

This process of bringing the   
ex-offender and the faith     
community together, must     
involve bringing the resources 
necessary not to over burden 
the Churches.  

Churches often times did not 
have the information, tools, 
and resources the ex-offender 
and their family needed. 

The Center for Reconciliation 
and Social Change was 
birthed from the burdens to 
make a way for those that had 
fallen and were looking for a 
way back up (to be connected).  
 

A faith based community 
outreach that would be there 
to counsel inmates and assist 
their families, the silent      
victims of those that are   

incarcerated for offending 
society and God.  

A place where Churches 
could come to learn and   
contribute to the ministry 
process of inmates;                  
understanding that many 
forces come to keep the    
ex-offender down and sepa-
rated from community. De-
feating this separation with 

Its interest primary 
are faith works     
centered on the       
development of     
oneself, in the  image 
of God.   Creating,      
functioning in the    
following areas of   
social  reform or 
change:  

The Center for            
Reconciliation and Social 
Change was birthed to          
effect social change.  
The Center for Recon-
ciliation and Social 
Change, a faith based 
community  initiative, 
seeks to bring Churches 
into the faith based     
community process.                                    

Its mission is; 
to function as a 
non-profit, faith 
based                
organization,    
whose                 
policies and 
operations    
effect social 
change.  
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Rebuilding  
relationships, 
homes,  and                  
community   
standing is 
necessary!  

 

Its mission is;          
to function as a   

non-profit,  

faith based           
organization,    

whose   policies 
and operations 

effect social 
change.  
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T h e  F a i t h  B a s e d  Mo ve m e n t  
Adding to their difficulty these 
dysfunctions create a burden on 
society; creating the need to    
support the  person in the areas 
they are not able to function 
within, creating the need for social 
change.   

The Faith process creates the  
supports (I can do all things 
through Christ) connecting   
individuals to God The Father 
(Source) 

Faith Based Movement  
This process activated  results 
in a movement;  creating   
social change as a result of 
the disadvantaged being    
supplied services that result 
in a change in their  condi-
tion.  

The faith based movement     
creates a connection that   
allows the disadvantaged  
person to be re-connected to 

their faith in God and or their 
community.   

                  Often times the root of 
their/our opportunity lies in the 
disconnection (separation) from 
the (family) community process.  

This disconnection seen mostly in 
broken or dysfunctional individuals 
or homes that become dysfunctional 
as a result of learned social        
behaviors.  (ways that offend men 
and God)  

Areas  (O f  Ou t reac h )  o r  s oc i a l  
r e f o rm and  c hange  

organizations that           
affect the lives of 
the people we serve.  

 

 

Service programs for other 
Community  agencies, and 
faith based organizations. 

· Community 
(Outreach) develop-
ment for families of 
inmates, with a focus 
on the children  of   
ex-offenders.  

We promote, Develop  
Services/Programs that 
effect;  

· Incarcerated men,  

· Incarcerated women,  

· Incarcerated Youth, 

· Programs that effect 
youth with incarcer-
ated Parents,  

· Programs that effect 
youth in general,  

· And programs that 
effect Seniors.  

 

· We promote,         
encourage the     
development of 
other faith and   
community                         

T h e  F a i t h  B a s e d  P r o c e s s  

4)    together to solve     

       community and or    

       social issues,  

5) among a group of   

        people that are              

        socially  

        disadvantaged.  

 

The Faith Based Process  
 A faith based initiatives or  
program is a process involving 
several components that            
validate that the faith organiza-
tion is a genuine faith based 
program;  

1) A person having faith in 
God or serving in a reli-
gious capacity,  

 

2) Using their faith;  

       working within their  

       community,  

3) Partnering with  

       other community, or    

       governmental                     

       agencies, 
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Faith outreach 
allows the     

disadvantaged 
person to be 
re-connected 

to their faith in 
God and or 

their                         
community.  
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comes to partnering with the      
Federal government. This 
section provides information 
helpful to faith-based groups 
on how an organization can 
maintain its faith identity 
while delivering Federal  
services. If these rules sound 
complicated, remember that 
thousands of faith-based 
organizations, from small 
daycare centers to homeless 
shelters, have taken Federal 
money and delivered       
services without a hitch. 
They have been able to   
comply with these principles 
–    without sacrificing their 
faith identity”. 
FOR MORE ON THIS: White 
House Office of Faith-Based 
and Community Initiatives- 
www.fbci.gov 
 
Taking Another Look, At 
Faith Based Community 
Outreach  
Our goal is to develop  
leaders through the use of ; 
Audit tools,    Processes, 
Procedures with which faith 
based and  community  
organization may utilize, 
analyze and develop the 
capacity to improve the 
community process.      
Empowering them to effect 
social change, in the lives 
of the people they employ 
(members) and serve 
(community). We are of the 
opinion that the faith com-
munity should take an-
other look, at the faith 
based community proc-
ess; impacting the lives of 
others through their faith.  
 
For more information on how 
your church or  community  
organization can be involved or 
how you can volunteer for faith 
based work, visit us on the web 
at: 
www.SocialChangeNow.Org 
or write: Elder Larry David 
Bowe, The Center for   
Reconciliation and Social 
Change,  5470 Galestown 
Road, Seaford, Delaware, 
19973. 

T h e  Go a l s  o f  t h e  F a i t h  B a s e d  a n d  
C o m m u n i t y  I n i t i a t i ve   

Many Churches or religious 
organizations want to start 
faith based organizations to 
qualify for grants or other 
contributions from private 
and corporate sponsors. 
Grant funds are not just 
free money.  

Grants are given by      
foundations, both public 
and private, corporations 
both large and small,    
individuals as well as local, 
state and national govern-
ments.  

Grants have several 
common elements .  

· They all have "strings" 
attached,  

· meaning the grant 
comes to you with  
certain conditions and 
guidelines,  

which are fully spelled out 
in the granting materials 
you receive when you   
begin to research granting 
agencies.  
 
Churches do not want   
government or outside 
agencies telling them what 
or how to minister or serve 
people, therefore they    
traditionally refused to   
enter the grant or commu-
nity process.  

Properly set-up, a faith 
based corporation  can 
be established to shield the 
religious organizations 
teachings from outside in-
terference.   The govern-
ment is not interested in 
telling you how to run your 
ministry, but making sure 
the process of community 
is not compromised by who 
can follow religious teach-

ings or instruction.  The 
government is most often 
willing to show you (the 
Faith Based) how to estab-
lish so conflict does not 
arise,  and that the Church 
process is not hindered. 
Your Church, the religious 
institution continues to 
function without the influ-
ence of outside groups.  
 

The Faith Based (newly 
organized) 501(c) (3), with 
its own board and opera-
tion guidelines established 
to reach into the commu-
nity by faith and faith lead-
ers can effect the changes 
for that community in ways 
only faith based leadership 
knows how.  

Often the real need is; the 
people in your community 
being touched by      
compassionate, caring, 
support- only the Church 
and it’s membership can 
contribute,  because they 
themselves have be 
touched by this Love that 
come of God.  
 
The Goals of the Faith 
Based and Community 
Initiative  
(excerpt form White House 
Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives) 
 
”The goal of the President’s 
Faith-Based and Community 
Initiative is clear – to enable 
faith-based and community 
organizations to provide 
compassionate care for the 
poor by receiving Federal 
grants on the same basis as 
other groups. President Bush 
believes that it is wrong for 
these groups to be                       
discriminated against when it 
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5470 Galestown Road 
Seaford, Delaware 19973 

Phone: 410-883-2741 
Fax: 410-883-3937 

Email: theelderlarry@aol.com 
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